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Attorneys.
nerous ; but you have not mentioned the greatest of llu-m all,
want of law."
Speaking of the inward light, to which some mothmlists jaided, he said, it was a principle utterly incompatible witl^snml civil security. "If a man, (said he,) pretends to a principle <>t ion of which I can know nothing, nay, not so much as that he ; it, but only that he pretends to it; how can I tell what that soii may be prompted to do? When a person professes to In* 'erned by a written ascertained law, I can then know where to 1 him."
The poem of Fingal\ he said, was a mere unconnected rhajv y, a tiresome repetition of the same images. " In vain .shall look for the luridus ortto*, where there is neither owl or uhjivt, ign or moral, nee certa recur fit imago"
Being asked by a young nobleman, what was become of (he lantry and military spirit of the old Knglish nobility, la- replied, fliy, my Lord, I'll tell you what is become of it; it is ^one mf.<
city to look for a fortune."
Speaking of a dull tiresome fellow, whom he chanced to inert,
said, "That fellow seems to me to possess but out* ide.i, .UK) t is a wrong one."
Much enquiry having been made concerning a "cntleuun, \vhu I quitted a company where Johnson was, and no inform.tti«»n Qg obtained- at last Johnson observed, that "he did u«*t e.ue speak ill of any man behind his back, but lu: believed the j*eit aan was an attorney''."
The first of Macplicrson's forgeries was /•>*</«,'itit-ufi <>f .tth (••':/ try -collected in the Highliunh.    ICdinhur^h, I^no.    In \y<t,*.t Jjr |>tili ed in London, The Works of Ossian, f/t<< AWI ,</ /•»/,,••//, ,* v»l-> . i. contained Fingal, an Ancient Kpic /'<><•///, in .six I}«luks,   Srt- /<•>/,
•1775-
Horace.   Ars Poet tea, 1.41.
Perhaps Johnson had some ill-will towards nUortu'ys, stu'li m hr towards excisemen (ante, 1.41, note i and 341,    In /,fWi/«<//, whit It published in May, 1738,110 couples them with atm-i rnhlxTri ; 'Their ambush here rclentlesH rullians lay, And here the fell attorney prowls for prey,' rks, i. i.   In a paper in the Gent. Ma%\ for the foilowwK Jtm«-187), written, I have little doubt, by him, the profesninn is thui %,i\ •• y attacked:—'Our ancestors, in ancient times, hud Home rrK.» t be moral character of the person sent to represent them in tin-it onal assemblies, and would have shewn some degree of rcwu II.-io                                                 ,Urn Dr. Burney visited him, ' he complained very much of the silence of the English astronomers, who answer none of his letters.' Burney's Tour in France and Italy, p. 92.
